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To agree on the proposed designation of the parish of Croxton as a
ACTION i
AGREED Neighbourhood Area

REASON(S) The first stage of preparing a neighbourhood plan is agreeing what area the plan will
cover. This is usually the parish boundary.
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Additional Options Considered and/or Reasons for Decision
1.0 Purpose

The purpose of this decision is to agree on the proposed designation of the parish of Croxton as a
Neighbourhood Area. (See the application submitted by Croxton PC including a map).




2.0 Background

A Neighbourhood Area must be designated before a Parish Council can prepare a Neighbourhood
Plan. There is national legislation and regulations guiding how this designation should be carried
out.

- The national legislation and regulations state that a local planning authority must designate
a neighbourhood area if it receives a valid application and some or all of the area has not yet
been designated (see section 61G (5) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Act as
applied to Neighbourhood Plans by section 38A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004). Where a Parish Council has applied for the whole of their parish to be designated
the local planning authority must designate all of the area applied for.

- avalid neighbourhood area application is one where a ‘relevant body’ has submitted an
application to the local planning authority that must include:

- amap which identifies the area to which the area application relates,

- astatement explaining why this area is considered appropriate to be designated as a
neighbourhood area, and

- astatement that the organisation or body making the area application is a relevant body for
the purposes of section 61G of the 1990 Act.

The application from Croxton is for the whole of their parish to be designated as a neighbourhood
area.

In 2014 an application for the designation of Croxton parish as a Neighbourhood Area was refused by
the Cabinet of Breckland Council. The reason for this was ‘endorsing a single Croxton Neighbourhood
area would result in a disjointed approach to future policy affecting the Urban Extension and inhibit the
ability of a joint Neighbourhood Plan covering the three parishes to be identified’.

A subsequent application for Croxton, Brettenham and Kilverstone Neighbourhood Plan was
successful and the Plan was made in 2018.

Under the current Regulations, applications submitted by parish councils for designation of the whole
of its area as a neighbourhood area, the local planning authority has to designate the neighbourhood
area in such circumstances, so there are no publicity requirements.

Consideration by Breckland Council
Breckland Council is supportive of Croxton preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for its parish.

It should be noted that Policies contained within plans cannot block or seek to amend development
that has planning permission. In this case, the Thetford Sustainable Urban Extension cannot be
amended or any additional policies applied to it as the site already has the benefit of outline planning
permission and some phases are under construction. Relevant developers and land agents must also
be consulted as part of any review process.

Breckland Council considers that the application submitted by Croxton is valid and therefore that
the parish of Croxton should be designated as a neighbourhood area.

Alternative options considered:
None
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